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:Abstract

Shiite Muslims predominantly live in Lebanon, Iraq, Iran, and some

other Arab and Islamic countries, even including some western countries
that also witness demonstrations of the month of Muharram and Ashura
every year in reliving the memory of the tragedy in Karbala; the
martyrdom of Imam Hussein (AS) and his companions in the year of 61
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Hijri, equivalent of the 9th of October of the year 680, as well as the
ensuing capture of his relatives and dragging them to Al-Kufa then Bilad
Al Sham. The demonstrations include majlis gatherings for mourning
rituals and theatrical or stage reenactments and processions of the tragic
events of Karbala. This is what is seen happening today, but the question
1s, when and why and to what purpose did these acts begin? What about
the importance of the writings of voyagers and tourists who witnessed

?these acts

This research aims to answer these two questions and other related
questions, following a descriptive-historical methodology, with a general
.Antroduction, three interrelated themes, and a conclusion

Introduction: Defining mourning rituals and other similar terms and
their origins
The First Theme: Underlining the importance of what was written on the
Ashura demonstrations by foreign voyagers, tourists, and diplomats when
they visited Iran in the 17th century during the Safavid era
The Second Theme: Presenting the mourning rituals and others during
the Qajar dynasty by what was given by diplomatic foreign orientalist and
western voyagers

The Third Theme: Discussing the view of modern orientalists and
non-Muslims toward the processions and the theatrical displays of
Ashura, focusing on their opinions about Ashura demonstrations in
Nabatieh, South Lebanon.
Conclusion: Includes the most important outcomes of the research

Keywords: Karbala, Imam Hussein, Ashura, Al-Shabih (actor of one of
(the main characters of a story
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